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BOROUGH  OF  R  E  I  C.  A  T  E 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1973 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Connti 1 1 e e 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  last  report  on  the  public  health,  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Borough  of  Reigate  in  the  year  1973. 

The  report  is  drawn  up  generally  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security,  as  indicated  in  Circular  1/73 
and  contains  the  information  requested  in  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations 

1959. 


As  can  be  seen  from  the  figures  available,  the  Reigate  statistics  folio- 

the  national  trend  closely. 

There  were  no  serious  epidemiological  problems  during  1973. 

Brief  reference  is  made  to  the  measures  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  to  ensure  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity  and  quality  of  water, 
milk  and  food  supplies;  sanitary  inspection;  duties  under  the  Factories  Acts; 
scavenging  and  cleansing;  disinfection  and  disinfestation;  supervision  of 
caravan  sites,  and  other  routine  matters  having  a  direct  bearing  on  environ¬ 
mental  hygiene  and  the  prevention  of  disease  mid  ill  health. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  support  and  consideration  they  have  kindle 
extended  to  me  throughout  the  year.  I  also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr. 
Frankham,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  loyal  and  efficient  support,  and  my  colleagues  in  other 
Departments  of  the  Corporation  for  their  ready  assistance  and  help. 

I  am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
WILLIAM  MOORE 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

18th  March,  1974* 

"Caberfcigh” , 

24,  Hatchlands  Road, 

Redhill . 
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SECTION  T 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (land  and  inland  water) 

10,255 

acres 

Population  ~  Census  1971 

56,088 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of 
population  mid-year  i  973 

resident 

55*600 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  at 
1973  according  to  Rate  Books 

1st  April 

18,  742 

Rateable  Value  1st  April  1973 

1st  April  1974 

£3*402,060 

£8,050,409 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

-  1972/73 
1973/74 

£32,845 

£78,000 

(probable) 

Population 


The  resident  population  of  the  Borough  at  mid-year  1973  was 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  to  be  55*600,  which  shows  a  decrease 
of  660  on  the  corresponding  estimated  figure  for  1972* 

The  overall  density  of  population  is  5*42  persons  per  acre  and 
2*97  per  inhabited  dwelling;  the  corresponding  findings  at  the  census 
enumeration  in  1971  were  5* 47  and  3*03  respectively. 


Vital  Statistics  -  Births  and  Deaths 


Owing  to  the  preparation  of  this  Report  so  much  earlier  in  the 
year,  the  appropriate  vital  statistics  have  not  become  available  yet  from 
the  Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys*  As  a  result  this  Section 
of  the  Report  is  deficient  of  the  usual  information »  Any  attempt  at  an 
interim  assessment  of  figures  appears  to  be  impracticable  considering  the 
need  for  fairly  substantial  corrections  arising  from  the  presence  of  a 
General  Casualty  Hospital  at  Redhill. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  deficiency  may  be  made  good  by  annexing 
the  relevant  vital  figures  and  tables  to  the  Report  when  they  do  become 
available  * 
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jJataonal  Ass  i  ^mcoJVfMj_j[Oj8  -  Section  ^7  a s  amen d ed 
b\T  the  National  Assistance  (Amendme:  i,  Act)  1951  ~ 


This  section  confers  the  necessary  powers  to  secure  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  other  suitable  premises  of  persons 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  being  aged,  infinn  or  ph  si 
incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to 
devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 

care  and  attention.  No  cases  necessitating  such  removal  arose  during 

the  year.  5 


The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  were  also  required 
to  investigate  certain  other  cases  of  elderly  people  living  alone  in  a 
state  of  neglect,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  domiciliary  and 
supporting  services 'available,  the  persons  concerned  were  enabled  to  1 
m  their  own  homes,  with  an  acceptable  standard  of  care  and  amenity. 
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SECTION  II 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water 


Every  dwelling  house  in  the  Borough  has  a  continuous  and  direct  supply  I 
of  water  from  the  public  mains*  with  the  exception  of  a  bungalow  in  Gatton  Park, 
which  has  a  piped  and  filtered  supply  from  a  nearby  spring .  The  water  from  this 
source  is  of  doubtful  bacterial  quality  and  periodic  visits  are  made  to  check  on 
the  current  position » 

The  position  with  regard  to  caravan  sites  is  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  forty  caravans  on  standpipes*  which  were  all  within  reasonable  distari 
of  the  caravans. 

There  were  no  important  extension  of  the  public  water  supplies  during  the 
year,  except  that  necessitated  by  new  building  development.  The  main  water  supp 
which  is  distributed  in  the  whole  area  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company*  was 
adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year  and  was  augmented*  when  necessary*  byl 
distribution  of  water  from  the  reserve  boreholes  at  The  Clears  and  Buckland.  Ti 
water  is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk  and  .is  softened,  chlorinated  aM 
de-chlorinated  before  distribution  to  consumers .  Samples  of  of  the  water  before 
after  treatment  are  submitted  at  least  twice  weekly  for  bacteriological  examinat 
under  private  arrangements  made  by  the  Company.  In  addition  samples  of  the  trea 
water  are  examined  chemically  and/or  bacteriotogically  about  once  a  week  under  a 
rota  system  arranged  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  supplied 
the  Company*  thus  avoiding  duplication  of  sampling.  Samples  are  taken  in  each! 
district  at  stated  times  and  copies  of  the  analyst's  reports  are  circulated  fo« 
the  information  of  the  other  districts  concerned.  These  reports  invariably  indie 
that  the  chemical  and  bacterial  purity  of  the  water  reached  a  very  high  standard, 
The  following  report  is  typical  of  those  received  during  the  }rear:- 

n This  water  is  attractive  in  appearance  and  of  excellent  organic  purity  an 
bacteriological  composition.  As  judged  by  this  examination  the  water  is  suitable 
for  drinking  and  general  domestic  use." 

With  regard  to  fluoridation*  no  definite  action  has  been  taken  on  this  I 
preventive  measure.  The  average  content  of  the  natural  water  supply  in  this  area 
is  0.15  p  «p ,  million . 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  two  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough.  Both  are  covered  bath: 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  Corporation*  and  are  equipped  with  the  necessary  ]H 
for  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination.  The  baths  are  filled  from  the  public 
mains  and  are  emptied  and  re-filled  if  the  chemical  quality  of  the  water  tends  to 
fall  below  the  required  standards:  such  action  was  not  necessary  in  1973.  Sampl 
of  water  from  both  baths  were  submitted  by  the  Department  for  analysis  at  the  hei 
of  the  bathing  season*  and  were  reported  to  be  of  satisfactory  organic  and  bacter 
purity. 


Samples  of  water  from  the  ten  open  air  swimming  baths  at  local  schools  are 
also  submitted  for  analysis.  During  the  period  conditions  were  found  to  be  unsat 
factory  at  three  pools  and  advice  was  given  and  action  taken  to  ensure  that  a  wat 
satisiactory  i  or  bathing  was  maintained*  at  two  of  these  cleansing  and  repair  jwal 
carried  out  following  emptying  of  the  pools.  One  other  pool  remained  closed 
pending  alterations.  With  one  exception  all  baths  ai'e  equipped  with  automatic  1 
fi  1  tration  and  chlorination  plants,  the  one  being  a  new  ba,.h  opened  in  the  late 
summer  where  proposals  are  already  afoot  to  provide  an  automatic  plant  for  1974- 


Advice  was 

standards  at  swimming  pools  at  private  houses. 


given  when  sought  with  regard  U 


the  maintenance  of  acceptable 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  end  S  wage  Disposal 


Fifty  nine  dwellings  in  the  Borough  are  served  by  thirty  two  septic  tank 
filter  bed  systems  of  sewage  disposal.  This  is  a  reduction  from  the  previous  years 
totals  of  eight  septic  tanks  serving  thirty  four  houses#  Most  of  these  arose 
consequent  upon  the  sewer  extensions  carried  out  in  the  Lonesome  Lane  and  Reir;  te 
Heath  areas.  Other  sewer  connections  in  these  two  areas  resulted  in  the  abolition 
of  twelve  cesspools  which  formerly  served  twelve  properties.  Five  houses  in  the 
Jolliffe  Row  area  of  Merstham,  served  by  one  cesspool,  were  also  connected  to  the 
sewer . 

Closet  Accommodation  -  Pail  or  Chemical  Closets 


All  dwellings  in  the  Borough  are  on  the  water  carriage  system  with  the 
exception  of  four  properties  on  the  rural  outskirts  of  the  district,  where  the 
apparatus  available  is  a  pail  or  chemical  closet,  and  disposal  of  sink  waste  liquids 

is  to  some  form  of  cesspool’ or  soakaway. 

Rivers  and  Streams 


The  streams  and  surface  water  courses  in  the  area  are  regularly  inspected 
and  all  necessary  action  is  taken  to  render  them  free  from  obstruction,  pollution 

and  rodent  infestation. 


Public  Cleansing 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Cleansing  Superintendent  for  the  following  information 
relating  to  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse :- 

"The  year  saw  man}'  changes  within  the  Departmental,  routine  including  the 
closure  of  the  old  Keenan  and  Froude  Refuse  Incinerator  and  the  implementation  of 
a  'Job  and  Finish'  Incentive  Scheme  for  refuse  collection .  Despite  these  inevitable 
progressive  changes  the  Department  was  greatly  influenced  by  the  sad  loss,  after  a 
short  illness,  of  the  Cleansing  Superintendent,  George  Agar,  who  died  on  the 
14th  April,  overshadowing  the  influences  attributable  to  impending  Local  Government 
Re-organisation . 


Refuse  Collection  was,  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year,  owing  to 
continued  recruitment  problems,  subject  to  a  varied  frequenc}r.  However,  after 
very  prolonged  negotiations  the  ’Job  and  Finish'  Incentive  Scheme  was  finally 
agreed  in  principle  by  the  employees  and  was  initiated  on  the  1st  October.  The 
remainder  of  the  District  Rounds  together  with  Trade  Refuse  and  Bulk  Container 
collections  were  also  placed  upon  this  Scheme  within  the  eight  weeks  that  follov:ed. 
V.'ell  before  the  end  of  the  year  this  enabled  all  Borough  residents  to  receive  a 
regular  frequency  of  refuse  collection.  It  is  hoped,  with  minor  adjustments  to 
arrange  a  final  acceptance  of  this  working  schedule  by  the  employees  concerned 
early  in  1974. 


The  Heenan  &  Froude  Separation  and  Incineration  plant,  after  great  efforts 
to  prolong  its  life,  was  finally  closed  down  completely  in  mid  July.  This  plant 
was  constructed  in  1930  and  has  been  subject  to  numerous  mechanical  breakdowns  for 
a  loxig  period .  With  a  limited  Maintenance  staff,  its  functioning  was  only  extended 
with  extreme  difficulty.  Following  this  closure  and  pending  the  continuous  working 
and  subsequent  commissioning  of  the  new  "Lurgi"  Incinerator,  it  became  necessary  to 
•deposit  crude  refuse  at  the  Nutficld  Priory  Tip  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 


The  Department  continued  to  provide  a  special  collection  of  Bulky  Household 
discards  by  the  Civic  Amenities  vehicle  with  little  variance  of  demand  from  the 
previous  year.  Ex-Works  receipts  of  Bulky  Household  discards,  etc.  amounted  to  >ui 
estimated  2,850  tons,  a  20^  decrease  on  1972.  No  doubt  the  introduction  of  a 
regular  frequency  of  collection  for  household  refuse  will  eventually  help  further 
to  reduce  the.  influx  of  refuse  to  the  Disposal  Works  during  evening  and  week-end 
peri  ods . 
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Old  vehicles  received  for  disposal  totalled  672  as  compared  with  615  ini 

the  previous  year. 

Throughput  cf  refuse  amounted  to  16,403  tons  as  compared  with  the  1972 
figure  of  16,083 » 

A  new  Norba  16/50  cu.yd.  Refuse  Collection  vehicle,  ordered  in  March  1971 
was  finally  delivered  and  placed  into  service  in  July.  With  the  introduction  o 
the  five  year  renewal  programme  an  order  was  placed  in  January  for  a  further  £i] 
new  Norba  Screw  type  refuse  collection  vehicles.  The  first  of  these  machines  w| 
delivered  on  the  30th  November  and  it  is  anticipated  that  cf  the  remaining  four! 
the  last  should  arrive  by  February/early  March  1974,  thus  ensuring  that  even 
reserve  vehicles  are  limited  to  a  seven  year  life  and  not  as  hitherto  kept  in 
service  in  reserve  for  an  eighth  or  ninth  year. 

The  standardisation  of  the  Departmental  fleet  continued  with  the  arrival 
a  Ford  Escort  Van  in  August,  a  renewal  vehicle  for  Refuse  Collection  Supervisioj 

Shops  and  Offices 

In  accordance  with  local  practice  all  plans  submitted  to  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  relating  to  shops  are  passed  to  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  enable  him  to  offer  advice  or  suggestions,  more  particularly  with  I 
regard  to  ventilation  of  shop  fronts,  lighting  sufficiency  of  sanitary  accommod 
water  supply  and  drainage . 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  has  made  details  pro via 
for  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  in  such  premises  since  if 
came  into  operation  in  1964*  Inspections  of  registered  pr  rises  continued  thro! 
out  the  year  without  major  incident.  All  newly  notified  premises  received  a 
general  inspection,  and  all  accidents  reported  were  investigated.  Particulars  c 
these  are  summarised  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Camping  and  Caravan  Sites 


The  Corporation  Caravan  Site  at  Three  Arch  Road,  Redhill,  has  accommodati 
for  a  maximum  of  thirty  seven  caravans,  and  is  mainly  restricted  to  applicants! 
having  residential  or  occupational  connections  with  the  Borough.  One  plot  is  ke 
vacant  and  available  for  urgent  cases.  The  site  has  continued  to  serve  its  purf 
satisfactorily  in  helping  to  meet  local  needs;  there  were  two  new  lettings  ini 
and  a  total  of  thirty  nine  families  were  in  occupation  at  some  time  during  the  I 
year. 


There  is  one  privately  owned  caravan  site  in  the  Borough,  with  accommodat 
for  108  caravans  of  the  mobile  homes  class,  each  with  mains  water,  electricity, 
internal  water  closet,  bath  arid  main  drainage .  Facilities  provided  conform  will 
the  Model  Standards  for  caravan  sites. 

Atmo spheric  Pollution  -  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

As  reported  the  previous  year,  apart  from  the  emissions  from  the  Council' 
refuse  incinerator,  no  contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  Regulations  were  rccorS 
in  the  Borough.  This  worn-out  plant  finally  n expired”  in  June  and  was  closed  ■ 
a  considerable  improvement  is  expected  of  the  new  incinerator  on  the  nearby  sib 
the  south,  the  commissioning  of  which  .is  now  overdue. 

The  air  pollution  recording  and  measurement  station  in  the  Borough,  whi® 
established  in  1 967  at  the  Department  at  "Caberf eighn ,  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The  station  was  set  up  following  consul  tali' 


with  Warren  Spring  laboratory  for  the  combined  measurement  of  air  pdlutio 
inducing  sul]  'nu'  dioxide,  since  when  there  has  been  a  continuity  of  record"; 
sent  to  the  Laboratory  as  part  of  the  National  Survey,  together  with  daily 
recordings  of  weather  conditions,  temperature,  wind  velocity,  etc.  In  adit  ion 
to  the  records  sent  to  Warren  Spring,  quarterly  reports  are  also  sent  to  ..he 
Consultant  ehes  1  ysician  at  tne  Red  li  i..l  General  hospital.  An  extract  cl  the 

recordc  readings  xrom  the  winter  of  1 972  and  the  summer  period  of  1073  anneals 

on  page  10.  * 1 


Eradication  of  Bed  Hu as_ 

No  cases  of  infestation  by  bed  bugs  were  reported  during  the  rear 
Infestations  of  this  nature  are  now  minimal  and  rarely  serious. 

Registered  Common  lodging  Mouses 


There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Red  hill  -  Station  No.l 


Concent rat  Lons  o  :'  S..:oke  and  S-ilnbu?-  Dioxide 
1  iter c.yq; rams  per  0 : . .. _ i.c  Metre 

Weekly  Averages 


W  i  n  t 

or  Per: 

L  o  d 

S  u  m  m 

2  r  Peri 

1972 

Smoke 

Sulphur 

Dioxide 

1973 

Smoke 

Oct.  2 

37 

85 

Apr .  2 

36 

9 

32 

89 

9 

32 

16 

23 

82 

16 

32 

23 

24 

62 

23 

33 

30 

28 

50 

30 

44 

Nov .  6 

25 

59 

May  7 

42 

13 

26 

56 

14 

23 

20 

36 

81 

21 

24 

27 

31 

82 

28 

24 

Dec .  4 

20 

49 

June  4 

23 

11 

24 

59 

11 

19 

18 

29 

78 

18 

10 

25 

49 

103 

25 

16 

1973 

July  2 

23 

J  an «  1 

47 

139 

9 

21 

8 

37 

169 

16 

22 

15 

35 

115 

23 

8 

22 

49 

129 

30 

21 

29 

3i 

71 

Aug .  6 

17 

Feb .  5 

66 

101 

13 

12 

12 

14 

67 

20 

18 

19 

58 

139 

27 

21 

26 

24 

74 

Sep  0  3 

16 

Mar .  5 

32 

88 

10 

22 

12 

43 

114 

17 

26 

19 

54 

96 

24 

25 

26 

l 

1 _ _ 

38 

90 

Sulphur 
Dioxide ! 


1 


119 

96 

122 

114 

132 

135 

87 

102 

85 

84 

79 

72 
96 

85 
68 

80 
59 

69 
50 
59 

73 

70 
67 
78 
73 
80 
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lactoities  Act  1  -  1 


In  accordance  with  the  requirej  .  oi  Section  153(i)(a)  of  the 
Factories  Act  19^1 ,  I  submit  the  fo  >  ig  particulars  of  action  taken  during 

1973  in  relation  to  factory  premises 

(l)  Inspoctj  ops 


Premise  s 

Number 

on  . 

Regi  stx  i’ 

Numb 

Inspections 

(i )  Factories  in  wh ich  S  e c  t.i on  s  1,2,3. 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 

32 

15 

— 

— 

Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

184 

77 

— 

— 

the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Others 

25 

53 

- 

TOTALS 

241 

145 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Numb',  r  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 

. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspr. 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspr 

Want  of  cleanliness 

O 

Ct 

2 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Un r c a  s onab 1 e  t  emp e r a tur e 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 

Outwork ) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

7 

7 

- 

1 

(3)  Outwork  Sections  1.33  and  l3j 


In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  1330  )(c)  notice 
by  one  local  employer  in  respect  of  one  outworker  employed  in  tin  aLterin 

wearing  apparal . 


was 

of 


given 


Four  lists  were  received  from  other  Authorities  in  relation  to  si' 
outworkers,  all  engaged  in  making  or  altering  of  wearing  apparc] .  Inspections 

were  made,  but  no  further  action  was  required. 
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SECTION  III 


MOUSING 


Statistical  particulars  relating  to  the  demolition,  closure  and  repair 
of  unfit  houses  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  are  now  submitted 
quarterly  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment . 


The  particulars  supplied  under  i 
1973  are  briefly  summarised  as  follow:: 

(a)  (i)  Houses  demolished  in  Clc 

1957,  Section  42) 

(ii)  Families  displaced  from 


(b)  Individual  unfit  houses  dealt 
Sections  16  and  17) 

(i)  Demolished 

(ii)  Closed 

(iii)  Families  displaced 


(c)  Unfit  houses  made  -fit 

(i)  Informally  -  by  owner 

(ii)  After  formal  notice 


hose  headings  in  respect  of  the  year 

I  e 

■arance  Areas  (Housing  Act, 

Nil 

Clearance  Areas  3 

(2  persons] 

with  (Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

3 

3 

(5  persons) 


58 

1 


The  following  information  is  of  interest 


(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 


62  7 


(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  -  included  in  (d)  above  - 

inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulation, 
1925  and  1932  9 

(f)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  represented  as  unfit  and  suitable 
for  statutory  action. 

(i)  Under  Section  42,  Housing  Act  1957  - 

(ii)  Under  Sections  16  and  17,  Housing  Act  1957  3 

(iii)  Under  Section  18,  Housing  Act  1957 

(iv)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  - 


(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  1972 

(ii)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrow  '  •  ported  during  1973 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  relieved  during  1973 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  1973 


Continuing  with  the  tail  end  cf  the  third  five  years  Slum  Clearance 
Programme,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  rep  -  t  further  houses  in  clear an® 

areas,  but  three  dwellings  were  the  subject  of  closing  orders. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  total  of  475  unfit  dwellings  had  been  demolish 
or  closed  and  443  families,  comprising  1,139  persons,  had  been  rehoused  in 
accordance  with  the  Council's  programmes  for  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses. 


The  Council’s  Housing  -anager  has  kindly  supplied  the  foJ  1  ov. ir 
particular-  with  re.  \!  to  rehovsing:- 


1.  Number  of  new  iwell 

Erected  by  Borough  Council 
Erected  by  Surrey  County  Council 
Erected  1  private  enter  rise 


1  amb  lies  re' ■  ousel  f rem  v  it  in.  JJ  ,t 

In  permanent  Council  houses 
In  permanent  Council  flats 
In  old  people's  bungalows 
In  old  people's  flatlets 


3  •  Families  r eh oused  from  cl e a ranee  a r e a s 

In  permanent  Council  houses 
In  permanent  Council  flats 


1 

90 


15 
25 

2 

16 


58 


3 
1 

4 


4  •  Families  t.ran s f erred  1  ron  pile  type  o f  dw el  1  i  i i  g  to  anot her  40 


5 .  Mutual  exchanges  id  thin  the  Borough  29 

6  .  Tenants  of  other  Local  Authorities  who  have  eg  changed 

acco; .  lodat.ion  with  tenants  oi  Roi  Boroir  h  Council  8 


7. 


Number  of  applicants  on  the  Council ' s  housing 
waiting  list  at  3‘lst  December  1973 


Main  waiting  list 

Elderly  people 


1,099 

190 

1,289 


SECTION  IV 


INS5 --EOT  1  ON  A ND  SUPFIVl  SION  OF  FOOD 


In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the'  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Special  Areas)  (No  ,2)  Order,  1954,  all  milk  sold  by  retail  in  the  Borough 
must  be  heat  treated,  i.e.  pasteurised  or  sterilised,  with  the  exception  of 
tuberculin-tested  milk. 

Milk  supplies  are  sampled  frequently  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
previous  reports.  The  laboratory  findings  on  samples  examined  in  19*73 
are  summarised  in  Table  IV,  and  show  that  the  milk  on  sale  locally  reached 
the  normal  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

Forty-Four  samples  isteurised  milk  and  seven  of  sterilised  milk 
were  submitted  for  the  prescribed  tests  for  keeping  quality.  All  samples 
passed  the  appropriate  tests. 

All  of  the  samples  of  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  satisfied 
prescribed  tests  to  indicate  that  the  heat  treatment  had  been  correctly 
applied . 


TABLE  4 


RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EX  .’NX  NAT  ION  CP  M.TI1C 
Test s  required  by  Reguiati ons  governing  Specie]  Designations 


/ 

No .  of  Samples 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidit; 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Test 

void 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsati s- 
factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Untreated: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  i 

Pasteurised:  46 

44 

- 

O 

Xml 

46 

- 

-  | 

Sterilised:  7 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

7  l 

J 
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Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1 96 3  and  1 96 5 


There  are  four  designations  of  milk  under  these  Regulations  -  "Untreated", 
"Pasteurised",  "Sterilised"  and  "Ultra  Heat  Treated".  All  milk  sold  for  human 
consumption  comes  under  one  of  these  grades.  Licences  are  issued  for  quinquennial 
periods,  the  current  ones  ending  on  31st  December,  1975,  and  the}'  arc  also  valid 
elsewhere  than  in  the  area  of  the  licensing  authority.  Dealers'  licences  were 
in  force  during  1973  for  fifty  dealers  covering  fifty-eight  premises  in  the 
Borough,  nine  of  these  being  new  licences  issued  during  the  year. 

Adulteration ,  Etc . 

No  special  action  was  necessary  under  Sections  47  and  48  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955>  nor  under  the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations,  1 959^  and  the  Dried 

Milk  Regulations  1965* 

All  articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  preservatives,  in  accordance  with  the  Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations, 
1962.  No  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  reported. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

These  regulations  came  into  force  in  1964*  and  prescribed  for  the 
pasteurisation  of  all  liquid  egg  to  be  used  in  food  for  human  consumption,  other 
than  egg  "broken  out"  in  the  food  manufacturer's  premises  and  used  within  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  method  of  pasteurisation  and  the  test  to  be  applied  were  laid 
down  in  the  Regulations.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Borough, 
and  no  problems  arose  necessitating  sampling  during  1 973 • 

Chemical  and  Bacterioloaical  Examination  of  Food 


Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Council's  Analyst, 

Mr.  J.A.  Palgrave,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  M.Chem.A.,  and  samples  of  milk  and  ice-cream 
for  biological  and  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 

at  Epsom. 

There  are  two  premises  in  the  Borough  at  which  ice-cream  is  manufactured 
for  sale .  In  each  case  soft  ice  cream  is  made  from  a  sterile  cold  mix  in  a 
freezing  machine  from  which  it  is  directly  dispensed  through  a  nozzle.  Both 
premises  are  catering  establishments  and  exempt  from  registration,  each 
proprietor  having  accepted  a  code  of  practice  for  the  proper  control,  cleansing 
and  sterilisation  of  the  freezing  machines  and  equipment. 

A  total  of  102  confectioners,  grocers,  fruiterers,  etc.  are  registered 
for  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream,  obtained  in  all  cases  pre-packed  from  one  of 
the  large  manufacturers.  Hotels,  catering  establishments  and  cinemas  are  exempt 
from  registration. 
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SECTION  V 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER , 

INFECTIOUS"  AND  OTHER  DISEASES  . 


Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  isolation  and 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  disposal  to  various  hospitals  of  the  ten 
infectious  cases  requiring  institutional  care  in  1973  was  as  follows 

Redhill  General  Hospital  -  5  cases  (meningitis) 

2  cases  (whooping  cough) 

Crawley  Hospital  -  1  case  (measles) 

1  case  (dysentery) 

Royal  Earlswooa  Hospital  -  1  case  (infective  jaundice) 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

On  receipt  of  a  notification  that  a  person  is  suffering  from  an 
infectious  disease,  an  inspection  is  made  of  the  premises  at  which  the  case 
occurred.  The  standards  of  hygiene  in  the  home,  the  number  of  occupants  and 
the  extent  of  the  accommodation  are  noted,  and  particulars  are  obtained  of 
recent  illness  in  the  house,  travel,  and  contact  with  other  persons,  school 
attended  or  nature  ol  employment,  together  with  other  relevant  information 
which  is  likely  to  be  helpful  in  investigating  the  source  arid  preventing 
spread  of  the  infection.  Immediate  contacts  are  kept  under  observation  and 
food  handlers  controlled  as  appropriate . 

Needless  to  say,  the  depth  of  the  enquiry  varies  with  the  character 
of  the  infection.  The  exclusion  from  school  of  infected  persons  and  contacts 
is  carried  out  generally  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the 
memorandum  issued  jointly  in  1956  by  the  then  Ministries  of  Education  and  of 
Health . 

Table  1  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the  various  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  recorded  in  the  area  during 
the  calendar  year,  classified  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  together 
with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  and  the  total  deaths  from  each 
disease.  The  prevalance  of  the  various  diseases  is  reviewed  below. 

Smallpox 

No  confirmed  case  of  smallpox  was  reported  in  the  Borough  in  1973. 
Scarlet  Fever  .< 

One  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  notified  during  the  year.  This  case  w. 
clinically  mild,  and  was  investigated  in  the  usual  routine  manner. 

\vhooping  Cough 

Eleven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  two  of  which  necessitate 
treatment  in  hospital. 

Measles 

Unfortunately  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified.  There  is  no  obvious  cause  for  this  change  from  the  previous  year. 
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Total 

Deaths 

I  1  I  1  H  I  H 

05 

tH 

Total  cases 

removed  to 

Hospital 

1  <N  tH  tH  LO  1  tH 
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0- 
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11 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Meningitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Infective  Jaundice 

Totals : 

Totals  1972: 

Dysentery 


Forty  nine  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Meningitis 


Five  cases  of  meningitis  were  notified  during  the  year,  one  of 
which  proved  fatal  in  the  case  of  a  girl  aged  5'h  years .  All  of  the  other 
four  cases  made  satisfactory  recoveries . 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  seven  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year,  all  of 
whom  made  satisfactory  recoveries.  Full  investigations  were  carried  out, 
including  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens . 

Infect ive  Jaundic e 


Nine  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  of  which  one  was  admitte' 
to  hospital  but  this  case  proved  to  be  fatal.  The  Public  Health  Department 
carried  out  the  usual  routine  investigations  and  advised  on  measures  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  among  families. 

Tuberculosis 


Particulars  of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the  kno 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  yeai  are  set  out  in  Table  2,  in 
which  one  death  features . 


During  1973  notifications  of  four  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the 
lungs  were  received,  which  represents  a  case  rate  of  0.07  pet  1,000  of  the 
population,  a  decrease  on  last  year.  Four  new  cases  of  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year  under  review. 


✓  The  names  of  eight  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  of  tubercu 
patients :  one  on  the  death  of  the  patient,  two  on  removal  from  the  area,  a 
five  on  the  patients'  recovery  from  the  disease. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  111  known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
the  Borough,  including  79  (55  males  and  24  females)  in  which  the  lungs  were 
affected,  and  32  (12  males  and  20  females)  with  tuberculosis  of  other  organ 
In  many  of  these  the  disease  is  quiescent  or  arrested,  but  all  are  regular! 
visited  and  supervised  by  the  staff  of  the  local  Chest  Clinic.  The  total 
number  of  cases  represent  an  increase  of  eight  on  the  corresponding  figure 
for  1972. 


Mass  Radiography 

A  total  of  2,334  persons  were  examined  through  the  Mass  Radiograph 
Service  during  the  year.  These  included  special  surveys  carried  out  at  the 
Royal  Earlswood  Hospital  (516  persons)  and  the  Royal  Alexander  and  Albert 
School  (372  persons). 
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New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  all  Deaths  from  the  Disease  in  the  Area  during;  1973 
classified  according  to  A ge,  Sex  and  Type  of  Disease 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  undertaken  at  the  County  Council's 
Clinics  in  the  Borough.  Particulars  of  notification  of  vaccination  perform 
during  the  year  are  as  follows :- 


Primary  vaccination 
Re -vaccination 


0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

TOTAL 

year 

years 

years 

3 

6  7 

18 

88 

_ 

1 

214 

215 

The  foregoing  figures  show  a  continued  marked  decrease  in  the 
numbers  receiving  primary  vaccination  which,  in  accordance  with  official 
advice,  is  not  now  carried  out  as  a  routine  procedure.  Re-vaccinations 
are  for  the  most  part  attributable  to  children  needing  protection  for 
foreign  travel. 


Records  of  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  in  respect  of  persons 
over  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  which  were  formerly  included  in  the  totals, 
are  not  new  required.  These  mostly  relate  to  persons  who  require  valid 
International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  for  foreign  travel. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 


The  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisacioi 
during  the  year,  either  at  the  County  Council's  Clinics  or  under  private  ar 
rangements,  are  as  follows: - 


Year  of  Birth:  1973  1972  1971  1970  1966/69  Others  under 

16  years 


TOTAL 


472  139 


11 


633 


In  addition  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  were  given  to  786 
children,  most  of  whom  were  school  entrants  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously . 


Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough 


The  County  Council' s  scheme  is  aimed  at  the  vaccination  against 
whooping  cough  of  infants  under  the  age  of  six  months,  with  reinforcing  dos> 
about  one  year  later.  The  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course' 
immunisation  during  the  year,  either  at  the  County  Council' s  Clinics  or  undt 
private  arrangements,  are  as  follows: - 

Year  of  Birth:  1973  1972  1971  1970  1966/69  Others  under 

16  vears 


TOTAL 


465  136 


616 


Reinforcing  in.iections  of  whooping  cough  vaccine  were  given  to  7  children 
who  had  completed  a  course  of  primary  immunisation. 
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Vaccination  against  Tetanus 


Vaccination  against  tetanus  is  available  to  children  wliose  parents 
expressly  wish  them  to  be  so  protected.  Tetanus  vaccine  may  be  given  separ— 
ately  but  it  is  usually  combined  with  the  agents  used  for  active  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  .  The  normal  practice  has  been  to 
advise  primary'  vaccination  against  tetanus  about  the  age  of  six  months,  with 
reinforcing  doses  about  one  year  later  and  again  at  school  entry,  with  a 
final  reinforcing  dose  at  fifteen  to  nineteen  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  against  tetanus  in  1973  is  as 

follows : - 


0-4  years 

622 

5-16  years 

16 

638 

Reinforcing  doses 

853 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

There  was  no  extension  of  the  groups  eligible  for  vaccination  under 
the  County  Council’s  arrangements,  which  include  persons  up  to  the  age  of 
forty  years  and  those  who  are  considered  to  be  exposed  to  special  risks  . 

The  numbers  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  by  their  own  doctors 
or  at  County  Council  Clinics  during  the  year  are  as  follows:- 


Primary  immunisation 

631 

Reinforcing  doses 

804 

Measles  Vaccination 

"  During  1973  a  full-scale  programme  of  vaccination  against  measles 

continued  and  143  children  received  immunisation  . 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 


The  County  Council’s  arrangements  for  routine  B.C.G.  vaccination 
against  tuberculosis  extend  to  thirteen  year  old  pupils  at  Count3r  Council  and 
independent  schools,  and  also  to  some  older  pupils  and  students  at  County 
Colleges  and  other  establishments  for  further  education.  Subject  to  the 
consent  of  their  parents  persons  in  these  groups  are  skin  tested  to  ascertain 
if  they  have  already  had  a  primary  tuberculosis  infection,  and  those  giving  a 
negative  result  are  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The  object  of  the  scheme  js 
to  protect  young  people  before  they  leave  school  and  so  widen  their  range  oi 
contact  with  possible  sources  of  infection. 

Testing  was  conducted  at  schools  an  the  Borough  during  the 
year,  with  the  following  results:  - 


Number  Mantoux  tested  707 

Number  of  negative  reactors  674 

Percentage  giving  negative  reaction  95 *3% 

Number  vaccinated  654 


Percentage  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  97  >0% 
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While  the  main  purpose  of  the  scheme  is  the  ascertainment 
and  vaccination  of  children  who  have  not  already  had  a  primary  infection, 
it  is  the  usual  practice  to  arrange,  where  possible,  for  x-ray  examination 
of  positive  reactors  where  there  is  no  history  of  previous  B.C.G. 
vaccination  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  active  infection  .  No  unfavourabl 
x-ray  findings  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Protection  against  other  diseases 

Prophylactic  inoculation  against  other  infectious  diseases,  such 
as  cholera,  yellow  fever,  etc.  is  necessary  in  the  case  of  persons  proposing 
to  visit  foreign  countries  where  these  diseases  are  endemic,  and  is  usually 
undertaken  at  specified  centres  . 


Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

Information  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  infectious} 
and  contagious  diseases  is  necessarily  incomplete,  and  is  obtained  mainly  fn 
reports  of  school  absentees,  the  periodic  statements  of  sickness  claims 
submitted  to  the  local  office  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Securit 
in  relation  to  insured  persons,  and  the  Registrar's  weekly  return  of  deaths 
Cases  also  come  to  notice  through  enquiries  by  employers  with  regard  to 
quarantine  periods,  requests  for  disinfection,  casual  communications  by  prir 
medical  practitioners  and  applicants  for  domestic  assistance  under  the  Home 
Help  Scheme.  The  occurrence  of  cases  at  the  Day  Nursery  and  in  residentia. 
children' s  homes  is  also  reported  . 

The  information  obtained  from  these  various  sources  indicated  that 
the  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  infectious  illness  in  the  Borough  in  1973 
caused  little  interference  with  employment  or  school  attendance  . 


Disinfe colon 

For  the  first  half  of  the  year  there  were  facilities  at  the 
disinfecting  Station  for  the  sterilisation  of  articles  that  have  been  expos 
to  infection  and  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  and  their  belonging 
also  for  the  treatment  by  formalin  vapour  of  books  and  other  articles  that 
are  unsuitable  for  disinfection  by  super-heated  steam.  The  work  undertake 
at  the  Disinfecting  Station  is  summarised  in  a  later  section  of  this  report 
The  old  station  had  become  quite  obsolete  and  it  was  finally  demolished  in 
June,  with  plans  on  the  drawing  board  for  a  new  one  nearby.  Temporary 
arrangements  were  made  for  disinfection  at  Cro3rdon  in  emergency  during  the 
interim  period  . 

Pediculosis 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  incidence  of  pediculosis  in 
schools,  noted  during  school  hygiene  inspections.  These  were  limited  to 
nits  in  the  hair  and  were  minor  in  degree;  all  were  satisfactorily  treated 
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BOROUGH  OF  REIGATE 

ANN1  ?AL  REPORT  OF  THE  CMKU  U Mil.  1C  HEALTH  'INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEA R  IQ73 


Public  Health  Department, 
"Caberfeigh" , 

24  Hatchlands  Road, 

Redhill,  Surrey . 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  to  3rou  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1973 • 

The  year  was  one  of  stabilitjr  for  staff  and  the  only  change  was 
the  passing  out  and  onwards  of  the  Student  Inspector,  Steve  Perham;  he 
was  replaced  by  the  "new  boy",  Peter  Trowbridge,  who  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  department's  first  University  entrant  for  a  degree  in 
environmental  health  at  Aston  University,  Birmingham. 

Housing  action  produced  the  first  year  over  a  period  of  twenty -one 
when  no  "unfif'demolitions  took  place,  a  sign  of  the  running  down  of  the 
third  and  final  five  years  slum  clearance  programme  .  Houses  demolished 
or  closed  since  the  early  post-war  resumption  of  operations  totalled  542 
(with  507  families,  comprising  1,361  persons,  rehoused  as  a  result)  . 

Houses  improved  to  a  modern  standard  of  amenity  rose  b}r  60  to  1,232. 

The  year  saw  a  further  rise  in  complaints  of  unsati sfactor}r  foodstuffs, 
largely  from  foreign  bodies,  42  being  logged  in  all;  the  proportion  of  cases 
deemed  to  be  unjustified  was  high  at  ten  .  Another  relatively  high  proportion 
was  a  third  of  the  accepted  cases,  all  being  ones  associated  with  the  bakery 
or  milk  industries.  The  regular  cycling  of  these  in  the  pure  food  field 
indicates  the  need  for  continual  vigilance  and  searching  for  fresh  codes  of 
practise  in  detection  and  control .  The  increasing  speed  of  production  is  a 
constant  problem . 

Elsewhere  in  the  work  of  the  department  the  year  was  mainly  one  of 
consolidation,  with  increased  interests  and  activity  noted  however  in  noise 
complaints,  poison  wastes  disposal,  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  some 
special  facets  of  offices  and  shops  control,  and  general  hygiene  matters. 

The  looming  shadow  of  local  government  reorganisation  stimulated  much  intciest 
in  exercises  by  forward  planning  working  groups  to  attempt  to  ease  the  trans.i  tion 
in  all  respects;  ultimate  success  will  be  measured  by  the  victory  achieved 
over  the  "blank  face  of  remote  control",  certainly  as  important  in  the 
personal  service  of  environmental  health  as  in  any  other. 

Tliis  health  report  for  Reigate  becomes  the  omega  of  a  long  and  varied 
succession;  in  fact  No.  1  was  published  in  January  I898  for  1897,  and 
altogether  77  have  been  produced  without  a  break  over  the  years  .  A  wealth 
of  local  health  is  recorded  therein.  Indeed  the  number  one  issue,  editea  by  the 
only  full-time  professional  in  the  Department  -  Mr.  J .P  .  Humphery,  Sanitary 
Inspector  -  draws  attention  to  his  attendance  at  the  International  Congress 
of  Hygiene  at  Brussels  that  year,  where  "my  expenses  were  kindly  subscribed 
for  by  several  members  of  the  Council"  .  inis  was  his  fiisl  lu  x  >ecii  in 
and  he  was  already  highlighting  such  subjects  as  hospitalisation  o  sma  pox 
and  scarlet  fever  cases,  smoke  nuisances,  food  supplies  ana  sampling,  water 
supplies,  market  inspections,  meat  inspection,  nuisance  control  and  a  \ai:c 
year  on  legal  proceedings.  The  latter  included  cases  on  unsound  meat. 
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adulterated  mustard  (mayhap  for  use  with  the  meat),  watered  whisky, 
and  obstruction  of  the  Inspector.  Boisterous  times,  no  doubt. 

The  cheerful  and  constant  support  of  Dr.  W.  Moore  and  the  willing 
help  of  al]  colleagues  on  the  staff  at  any  time  is  freely  acknowledged, 
as  once  again  is  the  friendly  interest  shown  by  the  Committee  .  On  record 
must  go  my  personal  thanks  for  a  happy  and  stimulating  period  as  "chief" 
since  1961 . 


I  remain. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

At  your  service, 

R.  FRANK HAM . 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  . 


18 1 h  March,  1974. 
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Infectious  Disease,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 


During  the  year  174  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  Medical 
Officer  ol  Health  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  suspected 

food  poisoning. 

The  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  material  continued  until  June  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  Council's  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Disposal  Works,  Redhill. 
The  service  was  also  available  to  neighbouring  authorities:—  Caterham  and. 
Warlingham  U.D.C.,  Dorking  U.D.C.,  Dorking  and  Horlcy  R.D.C.,  Epsom  and  Ewell 
Borough,  Godstone  R.D.C.  and  Leatherhcad  U.D.C.  The  old  station  had  become 
increasingly  obsolete  and  defective,  and  demolition  finally  took  place  at  the 
end  of  June.  Temporary  arrangements  were  made  for  disinfection  at  the  Station 
of  the  London  Borough  of  Croydon  as  and  when  necessary  in  emergency  . 

Details  are  given  below  of  the  work  carried  out  and  relate  to  articles 
of  bedding,  clothing,  furnishings,  etc:- 

( 1 )  Reigate  Borough 

Items 
Rooms 

(2)  Caterham  and  Warlingham  U.D.C  . 

Items  250 

(3)  Godstone  R  .D .C  . 

Items  274 

The  year  saw  an  increase  in  cases  of  vermin  infestation,  17  houses  being 

disinfected  for  fleas. 

Insect  pest  control  under  contract  arrangements  was  continued  at  a 
hospital  and  fire  brigade  premises;  similar  work  was  carried  out  at  schools 
in  the  Borough,  as  and  when  necessary,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Education 
Authority.  Infestations  of  flies,  ants,  etc.  were  dealt  with  at  thirty -two 

dwelling  houses  . 

One  case  of  an  elderly  person  living  alone  in  insanitary  conditions  was 
dealt  with  by  the  Department  during  1973  •  The  case  was  referred  to  the 
Department  by  the  Housing  Manager,  being  a  tenant  of  a  municipal  flat;  the 
accommodation  was  cleansed  and  a  considerable  amount  of  waste  material  removed 
whilst  the  lady  in  question  was  in  hospital. 

Slaughtering  and  Mea.t  Inspection  . 

This  subject  is  governed  by  the  following  legislation: - 

(a)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 . 

(b)  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958. 

(c)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955;  Sections  62  -  79  Slaughterhouses  and 

Knackers  Yards . 

(d)  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

(e)  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958 . 

(f)  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924  -  52. 

(g)  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963 • 

(h)  Meat  Sterilisation  Regulations  1969* 

Nine  applications  by  slaughtermen  for  the  renewal  of  tiieir  licences 
were  granted  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  one  new  application  was  also 
approved.  No  infringements  of  the  Act  were  noted  during  1973* 


345 

51 
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Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection  (Continued) 


The  private  slaughterhouse  at  Merstham  provided  for  a  "line-system" 
of  slaughter  and  dressing;  it  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during 
the  period  . 

As  before,  100%  inspection  of  meat  was  achieved  throughout  the  year; 
this  having  been  the  case  since  1954  when  the  slaughterhouse  was  originally 
extended  and  re-opened  .  There  was  a  fall  of  nearly  25%  in  the  throughput  of 
cattle,  but  a  marked  rise  in  both  sheep  and  pigs  .  A  sharp  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  disease  was  indicated  in  cattle  and  pigs  examined,  whereas  there 
was  an  equally  marked  decrease  with  sheep;  however,  none  of  the  diseases 
encountered  during  the  period  were  signifi  cant .  The  relative  tables  on 
disease  incidence  and  specific  conditions  affecting  the  various  organs  are 
shown  in  the  following  pages,  and  the  picture  general^  confirms  that  good 
quality  animals  are  brought  for  slaughter  . 

In  regard  to  cattle  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus  bovis,  a 
parasitic  disease  capable  of  development  into  a  tapeworm  in  humans,  cases 
continued  to  be  recorded,  indicating  that  there  must  be  no  relaxation  in  the 
standard  inspection  techniques  used  .  Tuberculosis  -  now  mainly  discovered 
in  swine  only  -  was  at  a  minimal  level  of  0*1%  in  1973* 

Arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  diseased  meat  continued  to  be 
satisfactory.  All  diseased  and  rejected  meat  is  now  consigned  to  one  by¬ 
products  manufacturer. 

In  calculating  the  percentage  of  animals  found  on  inspection  to  be 
affected  by  disease,  other  than  tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis,  figures  relating 
to  cattle  and  sheep  affected  with  liver  fluke  and  to  pigs  suffering  from 
pneumonia  or  lung  congestion  are  disregarded,  as  these  are  common  conditions 
not  of  value  for  comparative  statistical  purposes.  (See  Pages  27  and  28) 

The  licensed  Knacker’ s  yard  at  Three  Arch  Road,  Redhill,  continued 
operations  thoughout  the  year,  being  used  for  the  cutting  up  of  carcases  of 
animals  which  had  died  or  had  been  slaughtered  on  the  oraer' s  premises.  No 
horses  or  other  animals  were  slaughtered  here  during  the  }rear . 


There  are  no  poulrry  processing  premises  in  the  district  and  poultrj'- 
inspections  were  limited  to  routine  ones  on  retail  premises. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  -  Sections  8  and  9 
Food  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

The  inspection  of  foodstuffs  at  premises  throughout  the  Borough  continued 
to  be  made  during  the  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  and  during  sampling 
visits;  also  at  the  special  request  of  food  traders. 


There  were  forty -two  complaints  to  the  Department  during  the  year  of 
alleged  unsatisfactory  food  or  food  containers,  ten  of  which  were  considered 
unjustified  or  inconclusive  following  investigation.  Of  the  remainder,  six 
were  on  unsatisfactory  food  containers,  being  two  defective  cans  and  four  dirt 
milk  battles  -  the  latter  all  being  due  to  customer  abuse  at  some  stage. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


■  CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


*  '  •  1 

Cattle  (excluding 
Bulls  and  Cows) 

Bulls 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lamb  s 

Pigs 

NUMBER  KILLED 

728 

- 

77 

87 

4,356 

6,612 

NUMBER  INSPECTED 

728 

- 

77 

87 

4,356 

6,612 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYST1CERC1 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

19 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

98 

4 

47 

1,154 

Percentage  of  the 

6.5% 

1.17$ 

17  .7$ 

number  inspected 

13.5# 

- 

- 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

$  10.0$ 

— 

— 

— 

i  0 .39$ 

*  7  .  56$ 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

-  i 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

_ 

7 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 .106$ 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

11 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger¬ 
ation 

11 

. 

— 

1 

Generalised  and 

1 

totally  condemned 

- 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

—  1 

L - 

— 

f—  -  — —  — | 

Percentage  excluding  Fascioliasis 
x  Percentage  excluding  Pneumonia  and  Congestion  of  Lungs . 

The  total  weight  of  carcases  and  offals  condemned  was  just  ovc 
There  were  no  horses  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  during  the  period  . 


3';  tons 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  -  REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  -  Sections  8  and  9  (Continued) 

Food  Unfit  for  Hum^n  Consumpti on 


The  twenty-six  remaining  cases  readily  divide  into  18  complaints 
of  foreign  bodies  and  8  of  food  decomposing,  mouldy  or  otherwise  out  of 
condition.  Six  of  the  latter  proved  on  investigation  to  be  due  to  poor 
storage  or  bad  stock  rotation  and  appropriate  warnings  were  issued. 

Ten  of  the  foreign  body  items  fell  within  the  metal  or  glass  category, 
four  were  fabric  or  paper  material,  and  the  other  four  comprised  compatible 
material  like  dough  waste,  stale  pastry  or  harmless  yeast  growth .  Examples 
of  these  specimens  were  tin  foil  in  steak  and  kidney  pudding,  nail  in  tin  of 
spaghetti  rings,  granite  chip  in  breakfast  cereal,  glass  in  jar  of  dried  parsley, 
and  glass  in  breast  of  frozen  chicken.  In  one  case  reported  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  -  fabric  material  in  a  soup  mix  (first  thought  to  be  a  bandage.) 

-  after  detailed  enquiries  abroad  the  F.B.  was  identified  as  a  dessicant  pouch 
used  with  dried  onions;  a  formal  warning  was  issued  to  the  manufacturer  as  a 
result . 

A  number  of  complaints  arose  in  August  of  a  disinfectant  taint  in  a  variety 
of  foodstuffs,  purchased  at  several  shops  in  the  Borough;  foods  were  as  diverse 
as  bacon,  chocolate,  biscuits  and  tea.  Intensive  investigation,  both  here  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  finally  yielded  the  solution  as  contamination 
from  a  particular  disinfectant  dustbin  powder,  which  it  appeared  may  have  been 
wrongly  formulated  at  a  concentrated  level.  The  contamination  was  essentially 
therefore  one  of  odour  taint;  a  sobering  thought  in  these  days  of  multi-trading 
self-service  supermarkets.  No  doubt  it  behoves  us  to  direct  a  much  closer  look 
at  the  proper  segregation  of  foodstuffs  and  other  goods  in  both  storerooms  and 
display  areas  in  the  future  . 

In  December  notification  was  received  from  the  Department  of  Health  on  a 
particular  consignment  of  Australian  canned  corned  beef,  suspect  because  of  a  high 
incidence  of  spoilage,  probably  arising  from  under  processing.  Enquiries  were 
puf  in  hand  at  all  food  premises  in  the  Borough  -  232  being  approached  in  all  - 
as  a  result  of  which  stocks  amounting  to  54  cans  were  located  at  five  premises. 
All  were  withdrawn  from  sale  or  use  . 

During  1973  the  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  and  were  surrendered  to  the  Inspectors  for  disposal  at  the 
Council's  Refuse  Disposal  Works. 


Meat  and  Offal 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Canned  Meats 

Other  Canned  Foods 

Fish  -  Fresh 

Frozen  Foods 

Miscellaneous  Food 


Tons 

c\h  . 

lbs 

3 

10 

- 

1 

51 

2 

39 

17 

83 

— 

42 

2 

9 

64 

1 

13 

89 

— 5 - 

o 

15 

32 

This  work  involved  102  visits  by  the  Inspectors,  and  the  rejection  of 
nearly  eight  tons  of  food  in  all . 


Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1°53  -  Sections  13  t.o  21  - 

Hvei  ene.  Ln  connect  i  on  with  r  lie  sale  of  food,  etc.,  to  the.  Public 
FPod  end  Drugs  (Imported  Food )  Regulations  1968 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1060 

Food  Hygiene  (Market s .  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

A  satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  was  being  maintained  in  the 
main  at  retail  food  businesses,  as  revealed  in  routine  inspections  .  Self- 
service  layout  continued  to  give  an  impetus  to  rising  standards  of  hygiene  and 
cleanliness  . 

Food  Vehicles 

Periodic  checks  were  made  continuously  throughout  the  year  on 
food  vehicles,  but  as.  last  year  the  number  of  these  operating  was  lower; 
tills  work  entailed  25  inspections  . 

Foo d  and  Drugs  Act  1955  -  Sections  89  to  99  - 
Sampling  and  Anal ys.i  s 

One  hundred  and  one  samples  purchased  by  the  Sampling  Officers 
were  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst,  twelve  being  formal 
samples  and  the' remainder  taken  informally.  They  covered  a  wide  range  of 
commodities,  eight  of  which  were  the  subject  of  adverse  reports  by  the 
Public  Aruilyst .  These  related  to  the  following  articles:-  lemon  slices, 
sea  salt,  vegetable  spread,  beef  steak  pie,  mincemeat,  chicken,  pork  sausages 
and  glace  cherries.  All  were  labelling  contraventions  and  all  had  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  General  Regulations  1959 

The  entries  in  the  Registers  required  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with 
the  Regulations  are  summarised  as  follows 

Distributors:  (a)  with  Dairies  in  the  Borough  2 

(b)  with  Dairies  outside  the  Borough  3 

,  (c)  With  premises  in  the  Borough 

(bottled  milk  sold  in  general  shops)  4-8 

The  two  dairies  in  the  Borough  are  now  only  used  for  the  storage  and  distribut 
of  milk  .  As  has  applied  for  some  years  now,  all  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  mus 
be  heat  treated  with  the  exception  of  farm-bottled  tuberculin  tested  milk  now 
sold  under  the  designation  '‘Untreated"  .  Frequent  samples  of  the  various  grad 
were  taken  on  a  regular  sampling  basis  and  all  successfully  passed  the  prescri 
tests.  Full  details  of  this  sampling  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  . 


REGISTER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  PARTICULARS  OF 
WASHING  FACILITIES 


Type  of 

Business 

Number 

of 

• 

Premises 

Wash  Hand 
Basins 
Provided 

Grocers 

81 

8.1 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 

33 

33 

Butchers 

29 

29 

Fishmongers  and  Fishfriers 

14 

14 

Bakehouses 

9 

9 

Confectioners,  Cake 

13 

13 

Confectioners,  Sweet 

75 

75 

Food  Manufactories 

Catering  Es tabli shmen ts : - 

2 

2 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc. 

61 

61 

Licensed  Premises 

60 

60 

School  Kitchens 

20 

20 

Clubs 

12 

12 

Primary  inspections  made  at  food  premises  were  as  follows 


Catering  Establishments 

Bakehouses  . 

Grocers  . 

Butchers  . « *  . .  * 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 
Fislimongers  .  * .  ... 

Confectioners  . 

Vehicles  and  stalls  ... 
Licensed  Premises  ... 
Routine  Follow-up  Inspections 
Visits  for  all  purposes 


•  o 

•  ( 


89 

20 

88 

49 

36 

16 

32 

25 

34 

347 

736 


, Premises  which  are  required  to  be  registered  under  Section  16  are  shown 
below  in  detail  as  being  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1973* 


(b )  Storage  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream 

Confectioners,  etc. 

Grocers,  etc. 

Fruiterers,  etc. 

Newsagents,  etc. 

Fislimongers 
Fro  ZCil  I  OGuS  ••• 

Total 


(a )  Manufacture  and  sale  of  preserved  foods,  etc. 

No.  of 

Type  of  Premises  No.  Inspectlons 

Butchers,  etc . 

Fish  fryers  . 

Delicatessen  shops  ...  ... 

Confectioners  ...  . . 


-24 

9 

5 

_3 

41 


61 

34 

1 

3 

1 

O 

102 


30 

12 

6 

13 

6T 


25 

11 

2 

4 

A 

46 


In  addition  to  these  premises,  there  are  12  catering  establishments  where  ice 
sold  for  consumption  off  the  premises,  these  being  exempt  from  registration 
under  existing  law,  and  there  are  two  of  these  premises  where  soJ t  ice  cream  is 

manufactured . 


cream  is 


The  arrangement  was  continued  with  the  Borough  Engineer  whereby  plans  of  food 
premises,  submitted  for  Bye-law  approval,  were  examined  in  the  Department  ana 
comments  made  on  any  aspect  of  environmental  hygiene  involved. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  -  SAMPLING 
(Public  Analyst:  J.  Palgrave,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.) 


Samples  Taken 

Adversely 

Reported 

Upon 

Formal 

Informal 

Totals 

Butter  and  Margarine 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Cheese 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Confectionery  -  Sweet 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Cream 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Drugs 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Essences  &  Flavourings 

— 

8 

8 

- 

Fish  and  Fish  Products 

- 

5 

5 

- 

Fruit  -  Dried  or  Tinned 

- 

10 

10 

1 

Fruit  Drinks 

- 

l 

1 

- 

Jellies 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Jams  and  Marmalade 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

- 

20 

20 

2 

Milk 

12 

- 

12 

- 

Nut  Foods 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Pickles  &  Sauces 

- 

3 

3 

— 

Sausages 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Sugars 

— 

2 

2 

- 

Vegetables  &  Veg .  Products 

- 

8 

8 

Vinegar 

— 

3 

3 

- 

Miscellaneous 

- 

11 

11 

2 

Totals 

. . . . . .  .4 

12 

89 

101 

8 

Hairdressers’  and  Barters’  Establishments 


The  premises  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  hairdresser 
or  barber  in  the  Borough  are  subject  to  bye-laws  made  in  J  954*  under  Section  135 
of  the  Surrey  County  Council  Act  1936.  These  bye-laws  require  the  persons  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  business  to  maintain  cleanliness  of  the  premises  and  equipment.  During 
1973*  no  serious  infringement  of  the  bye-laws  was  noted.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  register  of  premises  contained  particulars  of  14  men's  and  26  women's 
establishments . 

Factories  Act  1961 

The  table  on  page  34  shows  in  detail  the  various  trades  in  the  Borough  that 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  During  the  year  51  inspections  were  made. 

The  Register  of  factories  has  been  further  brought  up-to-date  and  now  contains 
241  entries;  in  7  cases  defects  relating  particularly  to  sanitary  accommodation, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness  were  discovered;  all  were  remedied.  Fifty  four 
inspections  were  made  at  building  sites  and  works  of  engineering  construction. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  1951 

There  is  only  one  factory  which  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  - 
one  in  which  spring  mattresses  are  manufactured.  This  is  registered  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Section  2.  No  samples  of  rag  flock  or  other  fillings  wrere  taken  during 

1973. 

Housing  Acts  1957  to  1969*  Rent  Act  1957 

Housing  Subsidies  Act  1956.  Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Act.  1956 
Housing  (Management."  of  Houses  in  Multi -Occupation j  Regulations  1962 

Action  continued  under  the  third  five-year  unfit  houses  programme  was  minimal 
by  comparison  with  earlier  years,  being  concerned  very  much  with  the  tail  end  of 
three  such  programmes  sustained  over  more  than  fifteen  years.  No  clearance  areas 
were  represented,  just  three  dwellings  were  the  subject  of  closing  orders,  and  for 
the  first  time  in  twenty-one  3^ears  no  housing  demolitions  arose.  Four  families, 
comprising  seven  persons,  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

Inspections  at  houses  in  multi -occupation  revealed  some  cases  where  improvements 
in  amenities  were  required,  relating  mainly  to  deficiencies  in  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation,  personal  washing  facilities,  and  storage  preparation  and  cooking  of  food. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Borough  Engineer  control  was  exercised  on  proposed 
conversions  and  Fire  Prevention  Officers  of  Surrey  Fire  Brigade  gave  advice 
where  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  wras  under  scrutiny. 

The  Housing  Act  of  1 969  brought  about  several  changes,  the  two  main  ones 
being  increased  maximum  payments  for  grant  assistance  towards  improvements,  and 
adjustment  of  rents  for  certain  dwellings  in  good  repair.  During  the  yeai,  3 
applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were  received  and,  following 
inspections,  4  Certificates  were  issued  and  1  was  withdrawn.  Certificates  of 
provisional  approval  amounted  to  3*  all  of  which  were  approved. 
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Factories  Act  19 61  -  List  of  Factories 

on  Register  at  end  of  1972 


Mechanical 

power 


Agricultural  Engineers  .  1 

Art  Leather  Works  . ■  2 

Bakers  6 

Basket  Works  . .  . 

Book  Binder,  etc .  1 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers  .  1 

Brick  Makers,  etc .  ..  ..  . .  ..  1 

Brush  Makers  .  1 

Builders  and  Contractors  .  12 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers  .  6 

Corn  and  Seed  Merchants  . . 

Dentists  1 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  .  4 

Dry  Cleaners  .  .  6 

Engineers  Automobile  . .  . .  .  28 

Engineers  Electrical  .  1 

Engineers  Light  .  39 

Essence  Makers  .  3 

Film  Processing  1 

Food  Manufacturers  . 

Foundries 

Fullers  Earth  Works  .  1 

Furniture  Making  . 

Gas  Holder  Station  .  1 

Glazing  and  Paint  Packing  .  1 

Heating  Engineers  .  3 

Knacker's  Yard .  - 

Laundries  2 

Locomotive  Repairs .  .  •  •  1 

Monumental  Masons  and  Undertaker  .  .  . .  •  .  • .  2 

Motor  Body  Repairs .  11 

Motor  Cycle  and  Cycle  Repairs  1 

Newspaper  Fudging  . 3 

Photographic  Works,  etc.  ..  ..  , .  3 

Plastics  Processors  .  4 

Printers  13 

Radio  Repairs .  1 

Scale  Repairers  .  .  •  •  •  2 

Sewing  Maclaine  Repairs .  2 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  . 

Suitcase  Manufacturer  .  ■  1 

Tailors  2 

Thermometer  Manufacturer  1 

Timber  Merchants  .  2 

Typewriter  Repairers  .  1 

Tyre  Repairs  .  2 

Watchmakers  . ,  .  1 

Wax  Refining  .  1 

Building  Sites  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  ?5 


No 

Mechanical 

power 


2 


1 

4 

1 


3 

1 

2 

3 


2 

1 

1 


4 

3 


2 


1 


TOTALS  209 
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Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  19 58 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Acts  1959  to  I964 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  to  supervise  work  in  connection 
with  standard  grant  s  and  6  applications  were  dealt  with,  6  being  approved  . 

Schemes  were  completed  at  4  houses  and,  in  consequence,  the  following  improve¬ 
ments  were  achieved:-  2  baths  in  separate  bathrooms,  3  wash-hand  basins,  3 
hot  water  supplies  and  improved  water  closet  accommodation  in  4  cases.  Seventy 
five  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  connection  with  this  work  generally. 

Only  1  application  for  grant  related  to  a  tenanted  house .  Up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  around  500  applications  for  standard  grants  had  been  received  since  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  and  416  of  these  had  been  approved  . 

Liaison  continued  to  be  exercised  with  the  Borough  Engineer  in  proposals 
dealing  with  discretionary  grant  applications,  and  53  such  cases  were  referred 
to  this  Department  for  observations  during  the  year  .  Consequent  on  this  grant 
assistance  generally,  60  housing  units  were  brought  up  to  a  reasonable  standard 
of  both  repair  and  amenity  in  1973  • 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  I963 

Inspections  under  the  Act  were  maintained  during  the  year  and  all  new 
registered  premises  were  visited.  Two  hundred  and  seventy  nine  inspections  were 
made,  677  visits  were  paid  and  contraventions  were  noted  at  twelve  premises. 

At  the  end  of  the  period  all  but  a  few  minor  deficiencies  had  been  remedied  . 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  . 

The  (Hoists  and  Lifts)  Regulations  1968  came  into  force  in  1969,  their 
purpose  being  to  impose  requirements  as  to  the  construction,  maintenance  and 
examination  of  certain  lifts  in  offices,  shops  and  railways  premises.  On  routine 
inspections  no  case  arose  where  a  lift  was  found  to  require  attention. 

The  number  of  accidents  reported  was  at  about  the  same  level  as  in  1972, 
totalling  18  all  of  which  were  investigated  .  Informal  advice  was  required  in 
4  cases  and  action  was  not  necessary  in  the  remainder.  Accidents  involving  falls 
and  handling  goods  were  the  cause  of  the  majority  of  accidents,  which  follows 
the  pattern  of  previous  years  .  Injuries  were  comparatively  minor  in 
character  and  were  as  follows  in  descending  order  of  frequency:-  hands  and 
arms  (7),  body  (5),  feet  and  legs  (4),  head  (2). 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  premises  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  from  660  to  679  •  The  number  of  premises  and  persons  employed 
in  the  various  categories  were  as  follows:-  226  Offices  (3,450  persons), 

38I  Retail  Shops  (2,071  persons),  16  Wholesale  Premises  (238  persons), 

55  Catering  Establishments  (447  persons),  1  Fuel  Storage  Depot  (27  persons). 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  various  contraventions  remedied  in 
offices  and  shops  is  included  on  page  38 . 
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Disease  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order  1957 

This  Order  deals  with  the  inspection  and  licensing  of  boiling-plants  used 
by  collectors  of  waste  food  for  animal  feeding.  Such  waste  food  may  spread 
foot-and-mouth  and  other  animal  disease  if  not  properly  boiled  for  at  least  one 
hour.  There  is  only  one  such  food  plant  licensed  in  the  Borough  at  present,  : 
and  inspections  indicated  that  the  requirements  of  the  Order  were  being  observed, 


Fairground  Sanitation 

Two  fairs  were  staged  for  short  periods  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
and  these  were  visited  and  inspected  for  general  sanitary  arrangements.  Temporal 
sanitary  accommodation  and  an  emptying  and  cleansing  service  continued  to  be 
provided  by  the  Council  at  appropriate  charges. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  1952  and  Regulations  1953 
Oil  Heater  Regulations  1Q62  and  1966 

The  Heating  Appliances  Regulations  deal  with  safety  standards  in  the 
construction  of  electric,  gas  and  oil  space  heaters,  and  for  the  fixing  of 
satisfactory  fire  guards.  The  standards  now  adopted  by  manufacturers  to  conform 
with  the  appropriate  British  Standard  Specification  ensure  compliance  with  the 
requirements.  Contraventions  on  retail  sale  are  now  most  rare  and  none  arose 
during  the  year . 


Noise  Abatment  Act  i960 

Nuisances  arising  from  noise  and  vibration  are  dealt  with  by  this  Act, 
which  does  not  lay  down  rigid  standards  on  permissible  noise  levels;  indeed  it 
would  appear  most  difficult  to  do  so,  variable  as  the  problem  will  be  in  each 
case  on  location  and  distances,  intensity  and  duration,  and  the  time  of  day  or 
night  involved . 


Eleven  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  received  during  the  year  and  in 

8  cases  subsequent  investigations  revealed  that  there  was  justification  for 

complaint.  These  cases  were  as  follows:- 

Inci dents  Result 

Source  - - - - ~ 


Steam  emission  from  boiler  house 

Industrial  machinery 

/ 

Panel  beating 
Burglar  alarm  system 
Refrigerator  Cooling  Fans 

Boiler  house  steam  raising  plant 

Road  drill. s 

Heavy  vehicle  noise 


1  Inconclusive,  but  plant  ; 

closed  during  the  year. 

1  Co-operation  by  firm, 

noise  reduced. 

1  Consultants  employed,  am 

work  carried  out,  noise  ) 
1  System  modified,  false  a. 

stopped . 

3  Noise  abated  by  renewals, 

servicing  and  insulation 
appropriate . 

1  Protracted  investigation: 
inconclusive . 

2  Contractors  fitted  muff! 

following  representation 
1  Not  conclusive . 


On  the  control  of  noise  from  road  breaking  tools  and  building  site  operatic: 
generally  a  clause  on  this  is  now  entered  in  all  relevant  Council  contracts  dea^ 
with  by  the  Borough  Engineer.  Co-operation  from  contractors  has  improved  as 
a  result. 
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Complaints 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  complaints  received  during  the  year:- 

Insanitary  condition  of  premises 
House  Drainage 
Cesspools  overflowing  ... 


Non-removal  of  house  refuse 

Rats  or  Mice  . 

Other  Vermin  (Foxes,  etc.) 
Other  insect  pests 
Wasps  nests  ... 

Unsound  food  (sold) 

Keeping  of  Animals,  etc 
Smoke  Nuisance  ... 

Noise  Nuisance  ... 

Miscellaneous  ... 

Notices  Issued  and  Action  Taken 


58 
94 
11 

141 

475 

43 

59 
145 

42 

3 

13 

ll 

135 


The  following  Table  is  a  statement  of  the  notices  dealt  with  during  the  year 
Preliminary  - 


Outstanding  on  1st  January  1973 

Issued  during  year  . . 

Complied  with  during  year  . < . 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  on  31st  December  1973 

Statutorv  - 


59 

84 

65 

1 

77 


Outstanding  on  1st  January  1973  . .  . . .  1 

Issued  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Complied  witn  during  year  .  2 

Outstanding  on  31st  December  1973  .  - 

Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year,  both 
voluntarily  and  in  consequence  of  notices  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses,  food 
premises,  factories,  and  other  business  premises. 

Dwell ing-houses 

Rood s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Eaves-gutters  and  stack-pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  . .  5 

Horizontal  damp  proof  course  inserted  . ...  4 

Pointing  or  otherwise  weatherproofing  of  brickwork  (houses)  8 

Other  causes  of  dampness  remedied  ...  ...  7 

Drains  examined  or  tested  (primary  inspections  only)  ...  64 

Drainage  systems  repaired,  extended  or  relaid  ...  . .  41 

Blocked  drains  cleared  ...  . . . . .  ...  .  40 

New  W.C.'s  installed  . ...  ...  ...  14 

W.C.  apparatus  renewed  or  repaired . .  ...  ...  5 

Sewage  treatment  plants  repaired  .  1 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  .  17 

Floors,  windows  and  doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  46 

Sinks  installed  or  renewed  .  ...  ...  «••  3 

Wash-hand  basins  renewed  or  installed  . . ...  19 

Baths  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  4 

Hot  water  supply  installed  or  repaired  .  19 

Yard  Paving  repaired  . ...  ...  ... 

Fireplaces  repaired  . .  . .  ...  »«» 

External  decoration  ...  . .  14 

Other  nuisances  abated . .  ...  . . 
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Food  Premises 

Food  storage  and  display  improved  . ..  •  ••  •••  •••  5 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  •  •••  •••  •••  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Rooms  cleansed  and/or  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••»  H 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  .  6 

Floors,  doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  .  9 

Preparation  tables  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wash-hand  basins  installed  ...  ...  .  • » '  •••  • • »  •••  3 


Hot  water  supplies  provided  ... 

First  Aid  equipment  provided 
Sinks  renewed  or  installed  ... 
Dustbins  renewed/bin  area  improved  . . 

Drains  cleared  ...  .  •  • 

Drainage  improved  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  .. 


Factories 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  and  repaired  .  3 

Standard  of  cleanliness  improved  ...  ...  ...  . .  2 

Drainage  improved  ...  ...  ...  «**  • • •  • • ®  2 


Other  Business  Premises  -  Offices,  Shops,  etc. 

Rooms  cleaned  and  redecorated  . . . 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ... 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  repaired 
Thermometers,  abstracts,  etc.  provided 
First  Aid  box  provided  ...  ...  ... 

Machines  properly  guarded  ...  ... 

P r even tion  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  ~  Rodent  Control 

The  results  of  the  year's  work  under  this  heading  are  shown  in  the 
tabulated  statement  given  below,  the  table  having  been  modified  to  conform 
with  the  simplified  return  now  made  annually  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 


«>  c 

o  r 

9  « 


7 

1 

1 

11 

2 

2 


1 .  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reason  other 
than  notification 
(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

23,433 

57 

471 

4 

304 

3 

157 

— ■ 

34 

38 

20 

17 

4 

— 
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There  was 
infestation  during 
infestations  found 
reduced  in  number, 
south  east 
the  use  of 
control  of 
dealt  with 


again  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  complaints  of  rat 
the  year,  and  this  was  reflected  in  the  smaller  number  of 
and  treated;  complaints  of  mice  infestation  were  also 
Tears  of  warfarin  —  shy  rodents  making  ingress  on  the 
the  borough  proved  to  be  groundless,  although  alternating 
Tor  mice  became  an  increasing  necessity  to  attain  full 
infestations.  All  infestations  reported  of  both  rats  and  mice  were 
by  Pest  Officers  of  the  Department. 


side  of 
poisons 


Inspection  and  control  work  on  agricultural  land  was  continued 
throughout  the  year ;  also  period  arrangements  on  a  quarterly  charge  basis  for 
regular  disinfestation  by  the  Pests  Officers  were  continued  with  satisfactory 
results.  There  were  eight:  of  these  at  the  end  of  the  period. 


Control  was  also  exercised  on  two  refuse  tips  where  tipping  is  carried 
out  intermittently  by  the  Council.  One  of  these,  located  just  outside  the 
Borough,  is  kept  under  surveillance  following  an  arrangement  with  Godstone  R.D.C. 
ho  infestations  of  note  have  been  recorded.  Charges  at  business  premises  were 
raised  in  April  in  keeping  with  general  trends  in  rising  costs,  treatment  being 
on  a  basis  of  O.SOp  an  hour,  and  0.40p  per  half  hour  thereafter. 

It  has  been  normal  practice  in  the  past  for  the  staff  to  conduct  twice- 
yearly  systematic  inspection  and  treatment  as  necessary  of  the  Borough  sewerage 
system;  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  only  two  minor  takes  were  found  in  the" 

1973  testing  of  the  sewers. 

The  control  work  already  detailed  was  exclusive  of  that  carried  out 

under  contract  arrangements  with:— 

(a)  the  Surrey  County  Council  at  St.  Anne's,  Redhill,  and  its 
ancillary  homes,  day  nursery,  clinics,  fire  brigade  premises,  etc. 

(b)  the  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  at  the  Redhill  General 

Hospital . 


Apart  from  this  rodent  control  work  the  officers  were  engaged  from 
time  to  time  at  Corporation  property  in  dealing  with  other  pests,  such  as 
rabbits,  foxes,  badgers  and  moles.  In  addition,  145  wasps'  nests  were  destroyed 

during  the  summer  period. 


Education  and  Instruction 


As  in  the  past,  educational  visits  were  arranged  to  the  Refuse  Dis¬ 
posal  Works,  Sewage  Works,  Disinfecting  Station  and  caravan  sites.  In  the  main 
these  visits  were  for  organised  parties  of  Student  Nurses,  Health  Visitors  and 
Public  Health  Inspectors  in  training. 
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